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1. Under separate cover two prints of the f: » "Desert Grazing," are 
being shipped for the use of the Mission. 
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z 
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oD 2> This film was produced in the United States by FOA/W, in cooperation with 

AA the Departments of Agriculture and Interior. “4 is besed upon the tour 

P last winter by a group of ‘ear East leaders end agriculturiste of 
Western water-spreading and conservation projects, The film is 
to be used in comection with educational meetings, demonstrations, and 
tours for stimilating interest in the possibilities of water«spreading 
work, 





mnmeenion’ | ACTION | INFO. ADDRESS AND SERIAL NUMBER 


30 The film is in 16 mi, Kodachrome, with titles and sound track in Arabic, 
narrated by “r, Sadek Husseini, of Saudi Arabia. 


he Five copies of the English translation of the narration are attached. 


Se Additional prints of this film may be ordered through FoA/W at @ cost 
of approximately $100 each, or about $125 with nagnetic-halhetriping. 


6. FOA/W will appreciate coments on the reaction to this film. 


HER AGENCY 


lc Attachnents: 5 copies of English seript. 
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DESERT GRAZING 


This is a 16 m, color motion picture, 2.5 reels, with sound track and 
titles in Arabic, The motion picture was made in the United States 
for use by technicians in the Near East and North Africa, Its purpose 
is to interest desert people and villagers in aided self-help projects 
of water-spreading to grow more grass in arid regions, It is intended 
to show that it is possible to grow grass in desert and semi-desert 
areas under certain conditions and with certain measures, under the 
direction and with the assistance of technicians. It is primarily 
motivational, rather than how-to-do-it, 


The picture was made in connection with a tour of Western water- 
spreading and land-management projects in the fall of 1953 by a group 
of Arab leaders and technicians, The picture was made by the Foreign 
Operations Administration, with the cooperation and assistance of the 
agencies cooperating in the tour. These were mainly the Bureau of 
land Management, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Forest Service, 

the Soil Conservation Service, and other personnel and offices of 

the U.S, Departments of Interior and Agriculture. The Arab leaders 
cooperated, too, especially in the preparation and translation of the 
script, the narration of the sound track, and adaptation of the subject 
to the target audience--the village and tribal people of the Near Hast, 


The pace is somewhat slow, special effects have been avoided, the sub- 
ject is treated simply, and points are made at times indirectly--all 
of this with the target audience in mind and on the advice of the 
visiting collaborators, 


Following is an English translation of the Arabic narration--not an 
exact translation, but one of parallel meaning, It must be kept in 
mind that it takes a little longer to say the average sentence in 
Arabic than to say it in English. 


This narration begins after the titles, and as the close-up of 
Mr. Sadek Husseini, the narrator, comes on the screen, 


Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D,C, 


February 1954 


DESERT GRAZING 


This is Sadek Husseini, of Saudi Arabia, one of the members of a 
group of Arab leaders touring America, 


I would like to relate the story of our visit to the arid regions of 
the United States 


This land is dry, 
Like many places in the world, dry land is a problem, 


We have come here to see what has been done about this problem in 
America, 


These are American sheep, 


They are feeding on the grass that grows in a part of the American 
desert. 


Getting grass to grow in barren soil requires the combined efforts 
of experienced people who are experts understanding soil, weather, 
grasses and the needs of animals, 


With the help of these people, farmers in America have experimented 
with their land and they are getting results, 


* 
It was a journey of 10,000 kilometers, 


We met many experts with experience in the program of growing grass 
in deserts, 


They were honest American technicians who did not presume to know 
all of the secrets of dealing with nature, but they were always 
willing to share with us their knowledge, 


* 


Before we looked at each of these experiments, a government official 
would show us what we would see with a model of the project, 


In this box of sand he showed us how many acres of land had become 
worthless, 


DESERT GRAZING 
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* 


The rain that fell on this land would disappear, run down the deep 
gullies and carry away the valuable soil, 


He 
The Americans are putting earthen dikes across these gullies so that 
the seasonal rain waters will be spread out over the land, 


# 


They put their grass seed in the area behind the dike and they hope 
that enough rain water will collect to make the grass grow. 


* 


In this way, they use the water from all the land, bring it to one 
part of the land and allow it to stand long enough for the grass 
seed to germinate, 


# 


Once the grass starts to grow, and its roots grow deeper in the soil, 
the earth is held together, and each season's rain will feed annual 
seedlings until the entire area is again productive, 


* 


Gen, Mohammed Ali Ajlouni of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan was 
interested in the work being done by the Papago Indians of Arizona, 


The United States Government has helped them build dikes in their 
wasteland, 


% 


Here it was easy to see how the land had been before these dikes 
were built, 


It was also thrilling to see how much yellow grass was growing 
behind the dikes, 


DESERT GRAZING 


Each type of desert presents a different problem to the engineers, 


The rain waters from a storm make strange and different patterns 
across the face of the land, 


The ranchers here always ask help in making their plans, 


The government engineers and specialists come out and study the 
ranchers! land, 


They work with everyone and ask questions of those people who have 
had experience with the land, 


Together the government men and the ranchers draw lines on paper 


making pictures of the hills and gullies to see where the water 
goes in a storm, 


They are able to tell how the water flows and how large the dikes 
must be, 


* 


Gen, Ajlouni was impressed with the knowledge of the farmers who 
used this land, 


These farmers had helped build the dikes, 


They understood what they were doing and were careful to see that 
the proper number of animals grazed the land, 


They had made the grass grow and they knew that it would not grow 
again if too many animals were permitted to eat the first tender crop, 


# 


I was curious to know if all of the water-spreading experiments were 
successful and so I asked to visit a place where the grass had failed 
to grow, 


The Government official took me to see a rancher named Bailey, He 
was & cowboy who raised a large herd of cattle, He had spent his 
time and money building these dikes, 

The Government helped lr, Bailey in this work, 


Everyone expected that the grass would grow the first year, 


DESERT GRAZING 


But, very little rain came and there was not enough grass for Winter 
feeding, so Mr. Bailey was forced to make a long, expensive journey 
to the mountains with his cattle, as some of them were dying, 


# 


The others had gone to look at Mr, Bailey's dike, 

We joined them, driving on top of the large dike, 

A government technician met us and gave lr, Bailey important advice 
about a new kind of grass that was being used with success on 4 


nearby ranch, 


* 


Mr. Bailey explained his problem to our entire group and we were 
most impressed to learn that American ranchers also know how to 
wait, 


I wondered if Mr, Bailey was discouraged that his efforts had failed. 
I asked him if he would continue raising cattle on this land, 
He said "Yes," 


He did not blame the land or the water-spreading plan, he blamed 
the weather, 


He said that he well knew how many seasons of neglect had spoiled 
the land and that it would take time and rain, but that the grass 
would grow next year and he would have yellow grass for Winter, 


Like all men who live outdoors and depend on the blessings of 
nature for their success with the land, Mr, Bailev would try again 
next Spring, 


At the foot of a very large mountain between the States of Arizona 
and New Mexico there was a desert area called San Simon, 


This land belongs to the U.S, Government and ranchers are allowed 
to graze their animals for a small payment of money, 


A few years ago the government realized that this area had been used 
too much, 


Hundreds of animals had come here and eaten the grass so short that 
nothing remained for Spring growth, 


# 


The American official showed Mr. Jacob Salti of Jordan a very deep 
gully where the flood waters had rushed before the dikes were built, 


For many years the sudden storms spilled water from the San Simon 
into this gully leaving the land dry, 


The annual storm waters came and washed across the pasture land 
carrying away rich topsoil and making very deep gullies, 


Soon there was nothing left but useless weeds and no grass, 


* 


As the engineers studied the San Simon area, they began to see that 
a long dike would be necessary here. 


Their plans were carefully made and work began, 


In just a few years......the precious waters of the annual rain spread 
across the newly planted grass seeds and the desert began to bloom, 


# 


DESERT GRAZING 
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Mr, Salti was interested in the tall, strong grass of the San Simon. 


This grass will continue to grow even though it be covered with 
several layers of mud after a rain storn, 


This grass can withstand the very hot dry summer and even rest in 
the ground without water for two years without dying. 


Each year, a few animals are allowed to graze here. 

Each year, the old grass makes new seed and the wind scatters the 
seed to new ground and the spreading waters give them life,...,,and 
they grow, 

The San Simon was a great experiment that succeeded, 


Here there was a vast area of yellow grass for winter feeding and in 
each year that passes there will be more. 


* 


Near the end of our travels, we — ina oy named Albuquerque 
in the State of New Mexico, «3 ts 1. 


From this city we went out each day to see a water-spreader experi- 
ment and came back each night, 


We were greeted by the President of the University of New Mexico 
and the Albuquerque people, 


On one of our trips from Albuquerque we saw something that was both 
useful and strange. HPs 58 Bs 


We drove in cars to a desert area where the Navajo Indians have built 
a dike to bring water to the grass of their pastures, 


It is called Cornfield Wash, 

These Indians usually dress in work clothes like other ranchers, but 
when they heard we had come to visit from a distant land, they dressed 
in their tribal costumes and gave us a ceremonious welcome, 


The American government engineers have been able to help them make 
plans, 


DESERT GRAZING 


oe 


The Indians have done most of the work and they were most anxious 
to show us what they had done with the land given to them by their 
forefathers, 


It is their land and for many years they were discouraged because 
it would not feed their animals, 


For many years they believed that God had been unkind by not 
bringing the rain and that there was no hope for this land, 


This has all changed now, 


The Navajo can stand beneath the winter sun and look at new fields 
of yellow grass, 


# 


Seven weeks went by very fast in our busy journey. 


We concluded our tour at the University of Texas where we held a 
meeting, 


With no more visits and no more field trips, we were free to sit 
down and discuss all of the things that we had seen, 


All of the Arab leaders were present, Colonel Omar Draz of Egypt, 
Mr. Yacoub Bey Salti and Gen, Mohammed Ali Ajlouni of Jordan, 

Mr. Joseph Chehab of Lebanon, and Mr, Osman Gerbi of Libya, and 
naturally..,...1 was there representing Saudi Arabia. 


We all agreed that we had learned much that would be of value in 
ow’ homeland, 


We checked our notes and asked many questions, 


We compared our conclusions and completed our reports which we 
brought home, 


# 


We thanked our hosts on the tour and all of the people who had been 
hospitable to us and went back to Washington, D.C,, to prepare for 
our return trip. 


DESERT GRAZING 
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It was Winter when we saw the great new mosque that is being built 
in Washington, 


We were sorry that our friendly group was separating, 
Each representative would return to his own country, but our personal 


sadness quickly disappeared when we realized that our jobs were only 
half finished, 


* 
We had come to America as representatives of our own people, 
We must now do something about the new experiences we have had, 


We must examine our own land and see if there is something we can do 
to bring prosperity to our own deserts, 


There are no quick or magic answers, but we cannot allow our land to 
be idle or to go to waste, 


It is easy for any man to find green grass after the winter rains, 
but when dry weather comes, we are dependent on the dry yellow grass, 


This is the grass that remains for late-season feeding, IF .... we 
plan carefully, 


THE END 


() 5" Wan irtinae | 


Jidda, Saudi A rebla, We 
Way Bl, 1954, 





TO: Dr, ¥. J, Biens, Chief Agriculturist. 


PROM! Hy  Sthwen, Devort “ange fonse:vationdst, 
SUBJUCT: Progress, Report, wy 1054, 


Qn May 1, in sour eth oe ‘dens, I left Jidda by plane 
for the Mdddle hast ers! Conference at Awsan, The entire 
meeting, Muy 3 thru May 9, was attended, Counterpart Al Batein 


arrived 1n Amman the first day of the me ting, In the evening 
of Way 9th I went to Jerusalem, using private transportation 
a nd entering upon a period of annual leave, At 4330 ?,4., 
May 14, I re-entered duty status and proceied by plane to 
Beirut, From May i4th thru May 18 [ made field trips to 
the Damaseug area in company with Dr, Aawodt ad Dr, Ayers, 
meeting Dr, Dayoe of Fad; to the Tripoli area with Dr. Aamodt 
and Dr, Termanj to Tyre with Dr. Terman, May 1th we in 

a nnual leave status, I re-entered duty status on May 20 
and devoted three days to dotalthae study of the Post Herbarium 
at the American University of Beirut, ‘icturned to annual 
leave statug May 24, and re-entered upon officiel duty stu tus 
at midnight, May 28, when I departed from Beirut to return 
to Jidda. leave record should be charged with nine days 
annual leave; May 10-12, 19, 24-27, 


The Aoman meeting Was valuable from the stand point of come 

paring notes and discussing conditions and techniques with 

range men from varioug Midcle Hast countrdes, Field trips 

w eve instructive since it was possible to see how water- 

spreading syst ms had been planned and constructed, Because 

of differences in a verage precipitation cates, the pattern 

of prevadling use of run-off waters, and the presence of 

relatively mature solig, it ds questionable if the same 

techniyues can be employed successfully in Saudi Arable, 

Nevertheless, wuch valuable technical information vas obtained. 

In Lebanon and Syria it was possible to observe grass trial 

plots, sand-dune stabillzation, and the response of native 

vegetation to grazing and to orotection, Conferenees with 

varloug people gave information on the probable suceesa in 

Saudi Arabia of using such species as meguuite, eucalyptus, 

Prosopis svicigera, and others for revegetation, Arvangenents 

were wade to Obtain mesg ulte nursery stock from Sgypt at 

a time appropriate for planting in Saudi Arabia, Arrangements 

ve\e algo made, dn a preliminary way, to boriow vehicles 

from the US0l, Jordan, for a field trip nexi autagn into 

the | adi Sirhan area in northern Saudd Arabia, Arrengemente 

were also discussed with Dr, dgecomb of American University 

relative to the deposition of plant specimens at AUB and 

the starting of a Saudi Arabia section in connection with 

the Post Herbardum, This arrangement would have the desireable 

features of having specimeng at a convenient plawe and within 

ar cultural institution 45 the 
— OO | 


American Embassy « Jidde 





April 25, 195), 
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this team, 
to return 
Please accept my respects, 


W. d, Béens 
Chisf, Agriculture fdvision 
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We Jy Bdeng 


Chief, Agricul ture Division 


WJEdens +0 





IRCOCOOCO OOOO 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


March 30, 1954 


Mr. Cedric H. Seager 

Acting Regional Director 

Near Bast, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Waehington 25, D, C, 


Dear Cedric: 


This is in reply to your letter of March 5, which arrived 
here only a few days ago, relative to the "Plan for Country Visits 
for Study and Consultation on Water Spreading and Management 
Programs." We are looking forward to the team's vith meh 
anticipation. 


Saudi Arabia has some rugged problems in the field of range 
management and we are very glad to have Messrs, Aamodt, Ayers and 
Larson come to ow assistance as we study and make plane for action, 
The Agriculture Division will do its best to comply with the request 
for summary data from al] technicians; however, information desired 
is very meager, 

Plans are being made for appropriate field trips which will 
provide a review of actual situations, necessary to determine action 


+ Every effort will be made to make the team's visit profitable 
to this country and all concerned, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Harland J. Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Sawli Arabla 


HJCorson 
WJEdens/pa 





JOO DOOOOCCOOOOOOOI XIAN 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


March 30, 1954 


Mr. Cedric H. Seager 

Acting Regional Director 

Near East, South Asia & Africa Operations 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Washington 25, D. ¢. 


Dear Cedric: 


I have just received your letter dated March 11. I wish to 
inforn you that arrangements have already been made with Sadek 


Husseini to participate in the meetings while the three- 
man team of experte on water spreading t is with 
us here, We did not know that Mr, Husse with Messrs, 


Aamodt, Larson and Ayers but, of course, we did know that his primary 
interest while in the States was that of water spreading and range 
management and, consequently, we wanted to have the advantage of his 
experience and knowledge applied here while the above-mentioned 
gentlemen are in Saudi Arabia, 


Sincerely yours, 


Harland J, Corson 
Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


HJCorson/pa 
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ARABIA 





To His Highness Prince Sultan, Minister of Agriculture: 


vicinity of Al Karj. They are not as good as near the head of Wadi 
aban, ‘The plot will be quite representative of a large area near 


+e, ? (F 


USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO oAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 





March 2, 1954 


RAPORT (il FIELD TRIP 
10 TALY ANp.AINAGLNT Albi. 


, y 
Wy Be bein Deasa) lange Cservationit 
Torahim Al Batein, saudi Arablin Ministry of Agriculture 


when we left Jidda, lids lighness, Prince sultan, Minister of Agriculture, 
requested that 1 prepare a report of wy observations, The following report 
is being subaitted in compliance with lis ilighness! request. 


A trip was made to the Taif arca by Hs. 2. Schwan and Ibrahim Al Batein, 
February 10 to 22, inclusive, with a crew of three, The period of February 
was devoted to the Taif area proper, Shaikh Abdul Rahman 
and Agricultwrist Abdul Avia Badr were cost helpful to us and much 
success of the work in tuis area was due to their efforts, On the 
we left Taig for Turaba, On the (9th we visited Kuresh and Hanya, and 
the 20th to let were spent at Bisha. ie returned to didda the evening of 
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ces evidences of old irrigation works and cultivation at soue tine in the 
abandoned, in oat places we were 
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The Emir of tisha, replying to my question as to whet wes vost needed in 
his erea, said that there was a great need for diversification, He said 
new veyetables, fruits and milk producing animals were needed, Much of the 





land in this area is devoted exclusively to dates, I assured His. lixcellency 
that I would report this condition, 


he saw large dams on the Wadi Thunalla, Wadi Massara and Wadi Jaysed, 
I was told thet Sud (dam) Jaysed was constructed about 1300 years ago, 
according to an inscription on ‘he rocks, It is level full of silt, sud 
Thumalla and Sud Massare are very large structures, partly destroyed by 
floods and now ineffective, oth of these dams appear to be much older than 
oud Saysed, It is Significant thet islands of silt which rewain a.ove 
Sud Thumalla indicate tht the res behind this dam had completely 
filled with silt before the dam was partly washed away, 


I understand that a dam site has been surveyed at Akrima on Wadi liaj. 
There was also some discussion about a good dam site nearer Taif and the poss- 
ibility of repairing the sud Thumalla, The life of any storage reservoir 
will be short, because of very rapid silting, wiless some mens is found to 
control silt movement above the dam, The only truly sucessful means is 
through an adequate cover of vegetation in the wadis above, In all cases, 
the vegation now is very sparse and completely ineffective for reducing silt 
movement . 


Gra: 26 


The areas near Taif, and especially the hiyh mountains to the west, are 

very important for summer grazing, I am told thet the large number of animals 
which were moved to the Red sea Coastal Plain following the November 

rains, move to these ranges near Taif in summer, Grass and other good 
vegetation is extremely sparse, This country is now producing only a small 

fraction of the forage which it is capable of under the prevailing rainfall, 
The lack of veget tion on thege hills contributes to excevsive silt movement, 
high seyls, and a reduction in the amount of water entering the soil to 
maintain the ground water levels in the wadis, 


The immense plain, known as Al Aire, was seen between Taif and Turaba, 
This plain extends many miles easward and to the north, It has a fairly 
good cover of vegetation but, I am told, very few wells, It is therefore used 
mostly by camels, and lergely in the spring. 


The area between Turaba and Kurmah is haggzim (volcanic plain with small 
stones), Between Turava and Bisha it is largely harra (volcanic area with 
large stones), Between Kurmah and Ranya, and between Ranya and Bisha, the 
country is very sandy,with little vegetation, Livestock range here is very 
sparse, 1 was told by the Mmirs of Turaba and Kurmah thot grauing is not 
very important here, The principal opportunity is to plant and produce more 
forage under cultivation and increase the number of milk cattle, milk goats, 
and sheep for meat and wool, by feeding such products, 


w Several heumas, The largest is the Hema NMoor, west of Taif, 
to which we rode on mules, It is very large and has been established by 
the trive, I am told it is closed to the greuing of sheep and goats, but 
open to grazing of camels, horses, and mules, There is a good stand of 
grasses ‘and other forage plants, in contrest to the surrounding area outside 
the hema, This contrast is very sharp, 


The Hemma Saysed wes established by the Goverment for the grazing of 
Goverment stock such as horses and camels, It appeared very dry out shrubs 
wore noticeably better than on the outside, Grass was much Letter on the 
hillsides, I was told the Hemma Saysed was abolished and the area opened to 
graging this year, It is unfortunate thet the protection could not Le cone 
tinued witil a plan could be made to control the time and amount of grazing 
8o thet the forage plants will not be destroyed, 


We saw the Hemma Nikht and the Hema Tallahat, The lather 1s a small 
area of rugged mountains closed for the protection of bee plants, There is 
& large “bee village", operated by one man, for the production of honey, 
There is very little grass within this hemma, but three species of flowering 
plants are abundant, 


Thereriti also a small area at Sud Thumalla, enclosed by stone fences 
and not grazed, ‘The contrast inside the fenced area aud outside wes remarke 
able, Inside, the ,rasses were tall and producing .eed, Outside, there were 
few grasses and these were grazed very short. 


Tt was mentioned thet there had been a 10 year drought but that Lore 
rain hed fallen during the lest three years, The poor condition of the ranges 
we saw wes blamed on the drought, I agree that a severe drought has visited 
the laid receitly, The many dead sallen bushes and other shrubs indica\e 
thet unusually dry conditions have prevailed, But the wiiforaly Let’ er 
condition of grasses afd shrubs in the hemmes indicates th t much of the range 
deterioration must be attributed to excessive grazing because drought does 
not stop at a stone wall or et the boundary of a hema, 


Reinfeld 


The anount of rainfall and the t!me of its coling are luportant in 
deciding whet measures are practical to establish vegetation, Agriculturist 
Bady has kept records for nearly one year, The results were as follows: 


- Feb: 2b 
Mareh 0 
April 1615 ) 
April 15-30 45.5 mm (1.8 inches 


May 1-15 5.0 mm ( »2 inches 


, +Ke , 


May 15-31 99.7 mm (4. inches) 
June 0 

duly 1el5 0 

duly 16-31 3205 om (1.3 inches) 
August 1#15 1.5. mm (Trace) 
August: 16831 0 

Sept, 1-15 13.2 m 5 inches) 
dept, 16-30 1.0 mm (Trace) 

Oct, 115 0 

Oct. 16-31 19.7 Tan ( 8 inches) 
Nove 1x15 0 

Nove 16~30 13.3 mm ( +5 inches) 
December 0 

January 0 

February 0 

Total 232.4 um (963 inches) 


This auount of rainfall, concertrated in the swmer growing season at 
this altitude, is adequate to establish a variety of grass species which 
may be seeded, It is also adequate to allow the nalive species to increase 
and improve in vigor if not graged or browsed excessively, ‘he latter 
uethod is the best and by far the less costly, but some means must be found 

of livestock and the tine when any given area is 


About 50 species of grasses, legumes and shrubs will be tested at Kilo 
10 Farm for growth characteristics under the Arabian climate, Planting will 
be done within a few days, These species will be started under irrigation, 


It is proposed to fence a 40 acre (1605 hectare) plot near Taif, About 
2} acres (1 hectare) should be devoted to field trials of the nost drought 
resistant grasses and shrubs without irrigation, The balance of the plot 
will be protected but the native vegetation will be allowed to remain as a 
demonstration of recovery and forage production. This plot may be conservae 
tively grazed when recovery is complete, 


A suitable site was selected adjacent to the south side of the Taif 
Airport. It is recommended that this site be approved and title to the 
lands be assured by the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Ayriculture, The plot should 
be fenced #5 svon as fencing materials arrive. The most appropriate times 
for seeding of introduced species is believed to be prior to May 15 or during 
late August, 


Just «8 soon as these two plots are sufficeitly developed so that the 
most suitable species may be selected, it is recoumended that a field 
planting of 200 to 300 acres be undertaken, A suitable site exists on the 
Wadi Garvowa Saliha, just outside of Taif, No soil preparation will be 
necessary, Greving control will be necessary, 





Extensive stends of ar-ar (Juniperous sp.) were :2en in the Hema 
N'Moor, Very few trees occur on similar mountain lands outside the hemma, 
This is a scrubiy juniper with numerous stems, sone cutting was observed 
just inside “he hemma boundary, Controls should be adopted so that one 
sten is left uncut to grow into a larger tree, The use of athi) (Tamarix 
Spe) was Observed at several places, notably Turaba and Bisha, Athil has 
been used to some extent to stabilize sand dunes, Jiide use could effectively 

be made of athil plantings to stabilize the large dunes west of Ranya, 
Athil is also much used for small building timbers, 4A‘ iicha very old athil 
trees are repeatedly lopped for this purpose, It can also be much more 
widely used for windbreaks around farms, Cuttings can be readily rooted 
although watering is necessary for one year, 


On the upper Wadi aj about 12 miles from Taif a very large Hucalyptus 
tree was observed, It is confidently believed that Eucalyptus can be readily 
established in many of the wadis at Taif, at Turaba, and perhaps in carefully 

selected areas at Bisha, lucalyptus will make a good shelterbelt to protect 
farms against sand, It will also add greatly to the supply of building 
timber and fuel wood, Agriculturist Badr has successfully grown lucalyptus, 
I saw some of his fine trees on the military hospital grounds at Taif, It 
is recomended that USAOM obtain Lucalyptus seed; the saudi Arabian Ministry 
of Agriculture to make available funds for a small mursery at Taif, Mr, 
Badr could undertake the growing of nursery stock, its distribution and he 
could also supervise field planting and initial care of trees, I have avail- 
able a small quantity of seed of Eucalyptus gomphocephala which I can make 
available just as soon as proper provisions can be made to carry this project 
to success. 


General 


I wish to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to His Highness, 
Prince sultan, Minister of Agriculture; to ohaikh oiragh and Agriculturist 
Abdul Aziz Badr, and to Their kxcellencies, the Emirs of Taif, Turata, Kurmah, 
Ranya, and Bisha, Their hospitality and helpfulness made this trip instructive 

and enjoyable, I shall be glad to furnish more detailed information on any 
phase of this study, if desired, 


Hisschwan/je 
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American Enbassy, 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 
December 20, 1953, 


Mr. Gilbert L, Terman, 
US Operations Mission, 
American Enbassy, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 


Dear Mr, Terman: 


Your letter of November 27 reached me this morning. 
The very generous package of native creeping alfalfa seed — 
was recieved about 10 days ago, This is very mich appreckated 
since I know that it requires a lot of trouble and work to 
obtain seeds, I hope to begin the collection of seeds of 
some of ihe native species but the way plant growth is 
developing here, this will be several months in the future, 
If there are any species here which you would like to try 
in extremely dry places, I will attempt to get some seeds 
if you will let me know.your needs, 


Sincerely yours, 


H, E, Schwan, 
Desert Range Conservationist, 


— ) [ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 





OCT 2 9 1958 
ATR MAIL 


lire He Be Schwan 
o/o snerican Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


SY, 
Dear lire Schwans XW 


Your letter to me of Oetober 1 concerning grass, legume and shrub species 
for revegetation and range trial work in Saudi Arabia, together with other 
information, is most helpful at this time. Copies have been distributed 
to Dre Aamodt, Mr. Hyland, Mr. Pechanee and Dr. MeComs Doubtless you 
will be hearing from Dr. Aamodt direct in the near future concerning any 
further suggestions he may haves Also I have given a copy to lr. Kenneth 
Pearse who has been in Washington as a member of a technical committee 
from Agriculture and Interior engaged in preparing a water spreading mmual. 
Mr. Pearse will be leaving very soon for Egypt to take charge of the 
desert range project in the Western Desert and you will no doubt soon be 
exohanging ideas and data with hime 


Doubtless you have corresponded with Dean Clyde Mckee in Lebanon concerning 
the possibility of picking up a secondhand copy of Post's "Flora of Syria, 
Jordan md Sinai,” in two volumes, as revised by Dinsmore in 1932~33, end 
published in Beirut by the American Press. 1 recall that several years 
ago Dean Buchanan of Iowa State found a secondhand copy in Beirut, but I 
understand they are rather difficult to find now. There is only one copy 
here in the USDA library and it is being recalled from another ageney for 
my perusals 


I believe you are correct in thinking that there is a close vegetation 
affinity along the Red Sea area of Saudi Arabia ond adjacent highland 
areas with the sfrican flora, judging fron what I have read in the meagre 
literature. May I also suggest that you write to Drs He We Staten, Head, 
Plant Seience and Soils Department, Royal Ethiopian College of agriculture 
and Mechanical Arts, ¢/o American imbassy, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, who has 
already made extensive field trips and grass collections for \irse Agnes 
Chase ond Dre Swallen and also sent small quantities of seeds as well to 
Beltsville to lir. Howard Hyland? fe is still a member of the Oklahoma 

4 & M staff which is doing the entire agricultural job - extension, 
research and education » in Ethiopia under contract with POA. A copy of 
your letter is being sent to him as background information. Also you 
doubtless recall a short article in Journal of British Grassland Society IV 
(2), Jume 1949, pps 1059-110, by ds Te @, entitled Waa rast Spec pecies 
of Ethiopia.” 


fi Qelle Le Schwan 


Ad 


Concerning your need for descriptive key materials for Egyptien flora on 
grasses, legumes and browse shrubs, I have discussed the matter with 

Dr. Joseph Swallen, National Herbarium, Smithsonian Institution and sent 
hin ® copy of your letter, end also with Yr. Sidney F. Blake, Division of 
Plant Exploration and Introduction, USDA, Beltsville, Marylend, and they 
suggest. the following reference mterial; 


Flora of » Vivi Tackholm (editor) = only two volumes 
publis Fuad the First University, Calros 
Best: abellen zur Flora von Aegypten, Dr» Aly Ibrahin 
8, publis stav Fischer, ° 


Wanual Flora of Egypt, Reno Muschler, Berlin 1912. 


Tackholm's work is still incomplete. While Muschler's work is the oldest 
work, it is much more complete and helpful I think. Therefore, I am 
endeavoring to secure funds through the Saudi Arabia Branch for photostating 
the Gramineae, Leguminosae, Erodium, Atriplex, Kochia and Suaeda sections 
of Muschler's work for sending to you for reference use. For your ready 
reference in ordering microfilm or photostat copies of important out of- 
print reference material in the future, I enclose two copies of order form 
of USDA Library giving the prices for such copying services. 


In answer to your query concerning mangroves, there is enclosed copy of 
letter of December 16, 1952, from Mr. Howard Hyland to Mr. Warne in Iran, 
answering & Similar mangrove problem on the Persian Gulf area of Iran. I 
recall reading somewhere (probably Philby's Arabien Highlands) that there 
are mangroves growing along the Red Sea coast south of Jizan in extreme 
southern Asire If you desire further data concerning mangroves, it is 
suggested that you write to Mr. Howard Hyland, at Beltsville. 


Doubtless you have seen copies of Mr. Pechaneo's letter to ir. Bolster 
suggesting various species of grasses, legumes, and browse shrubs for 
trial in experimental quantities for Saudi Arabia, a number of which are 
not available readily, or from which it is too late this season to collect 
seed. Lveryone concerned thinks it will be difficult to secure seed of 
alkali sacaton (Sporobolus ee this time, but Mr. Hyland is 
making every eff secure W cen of the various seeds and send 
to Jidda by air cargo as quickly as possible. 


ir. Russell Smith of Forest Service was in Afghanistan recently for several 
months and thinks very highly of Prosopis spicigera, both as a hedge and 
browse plants Perhaps you could secure rE by writing to Dr. Frank Parker, 
Chief Agriculturist, American Bnbassy, New Delhi, India, since it is 
apparently used as a forage plant in India, according to an article appearing 
in "Desert Agriculture” UNESCO International Symposium Proceedings, held in 
Jerusalem, ay 1952 (cost $6650), which contains two photographs of this 
shrube ‘The article is entitled, "Zoology of Northwest Rajasthan,” by 

Shanti Sarup, Department of Botany, Jaswant College, Jodhptur, Indias 





Jal Be Schwan 


You will be interested to know that an integrated approach on the entire 
Middle Bast, including Libya and Egypt, is being taken to the problem of 
range revegetation, water spreading and related problems. This includes 
the immediate problem of producing in Us S- commercial quantities of the 
best non-commercial seeds so far known as result of work in Egypt, Algiers, 
etes, including such things as Stipa cernua and Sporobolus airoides. 
Coupled with this will be the 1 program %o develop specialized 
production of the best species in two or three comtries to meet varying 
conditions. As you know, this is a specialized job requiring expensive 
special equipment and trained personnel over a long term. In the meantine 
the least expensive method to meet the immediate seed needs for none 
commercial species is to secure small quantities of best available strains 
from the Middle Bast and U. Se, ete» and increase thom rapidly with 
existing facilities under contract in this country. ‘The program will also 
be depending upon you, Mr. Pearse, Mrs Springfield and others in range work 
in the Middle Bast to look out for superior strains of various species 
adapted to the various areas and to furnish us also with small quantities 
of collected seed for increase in some instances. Also we hope you and 
the others working on range revegetation and grass work will readily inter- 
change the knowledge developed in the various countries, as well as with 
Dre Aamodt, Mire Pechanec and other specialists here in the Department of 
Agriculture and the Department of Interior. 


Inclosed is copy of letter of July 16 from Dre Vernon 1. Stoutmeyer, College 
of Agriculture, University of California, Los Angeles, containing some 
comments and references which I think might be useful in Saudi Arabia. I 
have seen Dr. Harper's excellent letter to you giving various references 

on Saudi Arabia for tree species. 


We are glad to know that you are settled in quarters in Jidda and that your 
food and furniture have arrivede Mére Bolster will look forward to hearing 
from you further upon your return from the field trip across Arabia with 
Messrs. Parker and Stewart. 


We are glad to learn that you have worked out en arrangement with Dre Redhead 
at Kew for identification of specimens from Saudi Arabiae Dr. Joseph Swallen 
of the National Herbarium, Smithsonian Institution, would like to receive 
duplicates of any herbarium material sent to Dr. Redhead, after they have 
been identified, and it is suggested that you correspond with him direct. 


With best regards to you and all the staff, 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert C. Moncure 
Agrioulturist, Technical 
Collaboration Branch 
Rnclosuressy 


cc; Leland Je Corson, Jidda 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
—OFFIGE-OF FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL RELATIONS: 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 


2 OCT 13 1059 
Tor Howard Le Hyland, PISAD, USDA, 
Beltsville, Narylend 
From: He Ge Bolster, Head, 


Middle Fest & Rastern Europe Division 
Subject:  ixperinental quantities of seed for water 


lire Pechanee's of September 2}. 


Director 

United States Operations Miseion 
e/o Americun Embassy 

Jidda, Saudi wabia 


Attention; Dr. Willian de Edens 


IG is realized that seed of several of the apecies listed 
by lire full, Dre Anmodt and ire Pechanes may not be eveile 
able at this tine, 


You already know the suggested general plan of operations 

for production of a number of the non-comercial seeds for 

the water spreading and range revegetation work in the 

Middle Bast and North African countries for the next two 

or three years, as well as for the longterm pian for proe 

duction in various countries in the area. 
to 


: 
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cc: Leland J. Corson, Jidda 


Sepraaor 22, 193) 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





MEMORANDUM September 8, 1953 


T0: Mr, John A, Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


a 


FROM:  W, J, Edens, Chief, Agriculture sain 7, 
V 


SUBJECT: Improving Range land in Saudi Arabia by Water Spreading, 
Revegetation and Range Management 


Recently we have received much encouragement via letters, liter- 
ature, and the scheduling of a leader training program in the U, S, 
concerning the improved use of range land by water spreading and 
revegetation, This memorandum is to recommend that we give serious 
consideration to such a program of work, and if within the scope 
of our 54 budget or other fund sources initiate activities preliminary 
to water spreading and revegetation on lands in important grazing 
areas, Perhaps a small project for demonstration purposes could be 
started this year in one of the nearby wadis, 


Mr, Sadek Husseini is now enroute to the U.S, to participate 
in a leader training program in water spreading and revegetation 
to be conducted throughout the arid west during the next three 
months, On the basis of this experience and his influence here in 
government, I feel he can generate much interest in improving range 
land. 


A program of range improvement by water spreading, grass re- 
seeding, range management, and the development of livestock watering 
places in Saudi Arabia will involve institutionalized economic and 
social patterns which must be dealt with so that there will be common 
purpose and achievement, There must be crystal clear understanding 
on the part of the central government, farmers, herdsmen, tribal 
leaders and TCA what such a program includes, and the part each mst 


play. 


Preliminary steps to developing a program would be discussions 
with the host government to determine its interest and willingness 
to sponsor such a project. In general, this would involve being sure 
the Saudis understand the possibilities and benefits of water 
spreading and revegetation, and such practices must be carried out 
only under carefully studied and controlled conditions, Also, it 
should be understood that such a program of work must be limited to 


ad= 


those areas of the country which 


(a) "benefit anmally from at least one heavy torrential rain 
generating considerable run-off; 


(b) “have topographic situations concentrating run-off in 
places where it may be captured and spread by inexpensive 
earth structures over flat plains; 


(c) "have suitable types of soil on the spread area; 


(4) "provide an opportunity through controlled grazing to 
ensure successful range revegetation; 


(e) “permit the organization of the benefiting community for: 
(1) seasonal use of the water spreading area; 


(2) agreement between competing tribal groups as to the 
range rights; 


(3) enforcement of conservation use; 


(4) the construction of the earth dams and dikes largely 
through contributed labor and the acceptance of 
responsibility for the continued maintenance of the 
earth structures," 


Prior to initiating a program to improve range use and management, 
it mst be clearly understood by the host government that: 


(a) The responsibility of the program will be its own, and this 
responsibility should be centered in the Department of 
Agriculture where appropriate leadership and technical 
services mst be provided; 


(b) cooperation of farmers and tribal leaders with the central 
government is essential, and the host government must take 
the initiative to bring about this cooperation; 


(c) to be successful, such an undertaking mst be the product 
of the commnity's labor and of its agreement, 


(d) if a community, or area, develops a range program, it may 
be necessary for the central government to help protect 
the rights of farmers, herdsmen and tribal leaders relative 
to range improvements they have made for their livestock 
and supervise the proper use of improved range land, for 


he 


without adequate range control, overgrazing will quickly 
destroy all vestiges of grass and dikes; 


(e) where water spreading and revegetation projects are 
initiated by people of any community, it is essential 
that construction of dikes, dams and other structures be 
provided by their own labor with equipment they ordinarily 
use, Mechanized equipment should not be used unless the 
central government stands ready to keep such equipment 
on hand and see that all repair work to structures is 
performed, or the farmers and herdsmen find it economically 
feasible to cooperate in providing power equipment; 


(f) to receive permanent benefits of water spreading and range 
revegetation, the young men of the cooperating commnity, 
or ares, mist be trained in the techniques of water spreading 
and revegetation so such practices will be continued, and 
also fostered in adjoining range areas; and 


(g) one or more trained technicians must be furnished as 
counterparts to each TCA technician, and in cooperation 
with given commnities, furnish funds and materials essential 
to establishing and possibly maintaining the project, 


In addition to the above statements, I am attaching a copy of a 
memorandum to me by Mr. Schwan, 


In consideration of the above matter, I recommend that discussions 
be instituted with the host government, and if there is sufficient 
interest (1) estimate the additional personnel, supplies and equipment 
needed to survey and initiate a water spreading and revegetation 
project at a desirable location, and request additional funds of 
TCA to finance this cost, A water spreading and dam engineer is 
absolutely essential to the development of such a project, If this 
technician and funds can be made available, it is recommended that 
he and Mr. Schwan begin preliminary studies of one or more areas 
to be used for writing a water spreading, revegetetion and range 
management project agreement, 


It would be very appropriate to request the services of the T0A/W 
3-man group available to the field, according to Mr, Olson's letter 
to you of August 14, 1953, for assisting in the development of water 
spreading, revegetation and range management in Saudi Arabia, Anytime 
after December 1, 1953 would be satisfactory for their arrival. 


Enc] - Memo from Mr, Schwan to 
Dr. Edens, dated Angs—36;=1953 


Hp 3 1103 
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Tidda, Sawii Arable 


September 3, 1953 


MEMORAMDIM 70: Drs We J, Bdons, Chief, Agriculture Division 


PROM: 4H, B. Schwan, Desert Range Conservationist, Agriculture Division 


RB: Sawii Arable Rango Program 
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T visualize this program as base to anything that is 
done. It must begin as a very broad, very general reconnaissance, 
to be undertaken as time permits and opportunities ocour. As has 


To Mr. Pryer's very pertinent cautions I should like to add one more. 
It would be unfortunate to fall into the common rut and think only 
tly 
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shrubs, and to a certain extent, forbs, maintain much higher protein levels 


sonetines, the weighing of values by new and 
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those arcas of the country which 


(a) 


(b) 


(e) 


(4) 


(e) 


"benefit anrually from at least one heavy torrential rain 
generating considereble runeoff; 


“have topographic situations concentrating run-off in 
places where it may be eaptured and spreed by inexpensive 
earth structures over flat plains; 

"have suitable types of soil on the spread areas 


"provide an opportunity through controlled grazing to 
ensure suecessful range revegetation; 


"permit the organization cf the bensfiting eormunity for: 
(1) sessonal use of the water spreading area; 


(2) agreement between competing tribal groups as to the 
renge rights; 


(3) enforcement of conservation use; 


(4) the construction of the earth dans and dikes largely 
through contributed labor and the acceptance of 
responsibility for the continued maintenance of the 

structures." 


Prior to initiating a program to improve ronge use and management, 
it mat be clearly understood by the host governnent thats 


(a) 


(b) 


(ce) 


The responsibility of the program will be ite omy and this 
responsibility Departnent of 


cooperation of formers and tribe) leaders with the central 
government is essential, and the host government must take 
the initistive to bring about this cooperetions 


te be stegensfel, much an uaterteking must be the product 
of the community's lsbor and of ite agreement, 


(f) ts saaaies petaentee wenetite of witer sotaating cat sanyo 


(g) one or more trained technicians mat be furnished as 
to each TCA teehniclan, and in ecoperetion 
with given cormunities, furnish funds and materials essential 
to oateblishing and possibly maintaining the project, 


Tn addition to the above statements, 1 am attaching a copy of a 
menorandum to mo by lr, Sehwan, 


Tn consideration of the above matter, 1 recommend that discussions 
be inetituted with the host goverment, and if there is sufficient 
interest (1) estimate the additional personnel, surplies and equipment 
needed to survey and initiate « water spreading ani revegetation 
oy capt edad myedl igre Sayed sn. rode p veyendl veh 

te finance this cost, A water spreading and dam onginser is 
absolutely essential to the development of such a project. If this 
technician and funds can be made available, it ie recomended thet 
he and Mr, Schwan begin proliminary studies of cne or nore areas 
to be used for writing 2 woter spreading, revegetation and range 
hanayewant project agreement, 


Tt would be very appropriate to request the services of the 104/W 
Jaman group available to the field, aceording to Hr, Olson's letter 
to you of August 14, 1953, for assisting in the develoymont of water 
spreading, tion and range management in Soudi Arabia, Anytine 
after December 1, 1953 would be satisfactory for their arrival, 


Enel + Memo from Mr, 
Dr, Edens, dated sag5-36, 1953 


" h 
° Inn 4 
Jidda, Seudi Arabia wh 
wal 
OFFICIAL ~ INFORMAL 
UNCLASS IF TED September 6, 1953 
Dear Mr, Fryer: 


I have read your letter of August 17, 1953 addressed to the 
Director concerning water spreading, Also, I have read your 
August 10 statement to Mr. Andrews, the memorandum by Mr, Avery, and 
the letter to the Director by Mr, Olson. 


Tt is my opinion you are now pushing a program that has much 
merit. Mr, Schwan and I have been discussing range revegetation and 
have proposed three projects to establish range test and demon- 
stration plots in three grazing areas, Messrs. Schwan and Farker 
are now getting supplies and equipment together to make an extended 
trip of several weeks into important livestock and grazing areas 
to make their first observations of any consequence, I wish we had 
a water spreading engineer to accompany them to give specific 
attention to the possibilities of water spreading. 


About three months ago, I was traveling the!lower course of 
Wadi Khulais, From all observations it appeared!that mmch effort 
has been given to water spreading there, It was!very dry then 
and there was little crop residue to indicate sucessful use of 
spreading water. In fact we encountered only on$ Bedouin at a 
water hole in the course of at least 10 miles, Much water must 
come down the wadi when it does rain, but much mst be learned about 
any such given area before reasonably effective planning and 
execution can be performed. 


We are going to do all we can to promote water spreading, 
grass reseeding, range management, fodder production, and develop. 
ment of livestock watering places, However, to accomplish even 
a reasonable amount of work, it will take, at least, one specific 
technician that we do not now have, and funds beyond the amount 
being allocated to the Agriculture Division's FY-54 budget. I am 
writing a memorandum to the Director of our Mission reconmeaving 
what the staff here thinks we should undertake, 


Enclosed herewith you will find a memorandum from Mr, Schwan 
to me setting forth his thinking concerning water spreading, re~ 
vegetation and range management, I thought you might be interested 
in reading it, 

On August 5, 


Mr, E, Reeseman Fryer, 
Assistant Administrator, NEADS (TCA), 
Foreign Operations Administration, 
Washington 25, D. ¢. 


ae 


wQeo 


On August 5, the chiefs here were informed of what they could 
expect their division budget allotment to be for 1954. The Director 
of the Department of Agriculture has been away from his office for 
about 4 months. The Assistant Director is in Cairo and will not 
return for another 9 days. Four days ago, I conferred with the 
Assistant Deputy Finance Minister concerning agriculture. From now 
on I plan to go directly to him until the Agriculture Department 
can be revitalized and more adequately staffed, 


I should appreciate it if you will see about arranging for 
Sadek Husseini, who is coming to take part in the water spreading 
tour, to visit one or two land grant colleges and have the opportunity 
to see and discuss agricultural experiment station and extension wark. 
T should like to see him play a leading part in agriculture of Saudi 
Arabia. 


T should be glad to hear from you sometime, 


Sineerely yours, 


William J, Edens 
Chief, Agriculture Division 


Enel - Copy of memorandum from 
Mr, Schwan re water 
spreading, revegetation 
and range management, 
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Desert fenge Consorvationist 


SUBIUGT: Tpeposed Range Kanagenent Trip to Us 5, by 


Chief, Agriculture Division 


Dre We de Edens 
ti, By Sehwon 


Ts 
PROM 


Middle fastern 


fe thse lf 
ibad adyaaddes idea 
if Hater 
site 2245 Het: 
ay us pHE HEE 
23; faghilee pe: 
a5 . 1535255 F + 
ib: Hit i q ih 
HHL 

Ue 


If this analysis is correct, then water apreading beocmes one 


f 


& 
= 


fens 


a 


3 


e 
a 


stil 


it 
a8 


5 
+ 
: 
2 
He 
ETE 


ai 


3 


& 
= 
3 


if 


men expressed the opinion that the benefits of improvement practices 
such a9 water spreading, revegetation, contre! of undesirable plants 
and 90 on, wuld be Lintted and very often temporary unless the 


prob! 


ams of proper management vere first solved, 


322333 gi igs Size 
Helene 


2528353385 40233: 
eH Hate 
“HEEL 


TT Te ee ee ee ee ee mee pee 





ss 


American Bnbassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


MEMORANDUM August 26, 1953 
T0: Dr. R. 0. Whyte, Mediterranean Grasslands Group, 
FAO, American Embassy, Rome, Italy 


FROM: §H, B. Schwan, Desert Range Conservationist, c/o 
American Embassy (TCA), Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


SUBJECT: Pasture and /Renge) Reports, and Annuel Meeting 
\ 





Shortly before I Washington for Jidda, I had the benefit 
of a long discussion with Dr, Aamodt, of Beltsville, Maryland, regarding 
problems on sub-tropical desert ranges. Following Dr. Aamodt's 
suggestion, I should like to have you send me copies of any reports 
or published material you have available for distribution, pertaining 
to pasture and livestock range problems in the Mediterranean and Middle 
Fast areas. Reports on the SAAR project in Algiers would be especially 
welcome, I am sure tht any material you can spare will be most helpful 
to me here, 


Dr. Aamodt also mentioned your coming annual meeting in Ankara, 
next May, I understand that in addition to the delegates, provision 
is made for others to attend as observers. I will appreciate receiving 
any information which you have available now regarding the meeting. 

I am hoping that it will be possible for me to attend, 








MEMORANDUM August 26, 1953 


T0s Mr, T, E, Shaw, Forester, TCA/Lebanen, 
American Embassy, Beirut, Lebanon 


FROM: =H, E, Schwan, T0A/Sendi Arabia 
SUBJNCT: Flora of Middle East; Alfalfa Seed 


You will recall thet when I stopped at your office on August 2nd 
we disoussed at some length George 2. Post's "Flora of Syria, Palestine 
and Sinai", You suggested that I stop at the Cooperative Book Store 
and got the price, shipping costs, and other information from them, 
Unfortunately, when I left your office ME Airlines called me to say 
that a plane was ready to leave for Jidda, and they kept me pinned 
down at the hotel until the plano left in the evening, As a result 
I was unable te get to the Bock Store, 


Could you, when it is convenient, contact the Bock Store and 
inform me 28 to the price of the two volumes, Shipping costs to 
Jidde, the address of the book store, and anything else I need to know 
te order? I shall certainly appreciate it, as I will want to order 
just as scon as possible, 


Mr, 7, 0, Parker, member of the staff here in Jidda, tells me that 
when he stopped at Beirut, he ani Dr, Cannon sew a plant which appeared 
to be a native creeping alfalfa, and that it seemed to then that it 
might be a plant with possibilities for revegetation, Can you tell 
pF a pe Nw Rega gall rag adh Negba og 

it artificially? Do you think it might be something which 
eee Ts seed available in small quantity 


I have been sorry thet our stay in Beirut did not permit us to see 
some of your work in the field, Best regards, 


HENORANDUK August 25, 1953 


TO Mr, Albert Cline, Foreign Forestry, Forcet Service, 
U, §, Department of Agriculture, Weshington 255 D, C, 


FROM: Ky E, Desert Range Conservationist, 
lgrienlture Mviston, TCA/Seudi Arabia 


SUBJECT; Foreign Forestry Information 


Relen and 7 have by now become somewhat accustomed to the routine 
here, the climate, ani the local arpromeh te things, The range and 
forestry problems are obvious but the solutions so far are not so 
apparent, I will drop you a letter one of these days and ive you some 
idea of life on this pest, 


There are a mmber of items on which I noed some help, and J 
po A Piha ns 6 dle ak ab ai ol cma 
give it to me! 


1, Just before I left Washington, Rudy Stahelin showed me a letter 
designated RP - Foreign Forestry + Gen'l ~ (Iran) - 65-53, to Cedric 
Seager, ‘This letter contained good peneral informetion on Haloxylon 
and Calligamm and Sexaul forests in general, Would you please send ne 
a copy for my use? 


2, Any other similar published or written informetion on the 
desert "forests" ~ thorn, acacia, tamarisk, ete, Rates of prowth 
reproduction, reestablisinent, identification, ~ all of these wold be 
helpful subjects, Although I have made only two short field trips, it 
ji adh ao rege ao dor poor rad sat ram 

tie in very closely with the range problem, 


3, When M, A, K, Khalil, foroster from Quetta, Baluchistan, was in 
Denver, I discussed in some detail the establishment of fuelwood "forests" 
in the Sind area, above Karachi, Do you know if anything is available 
in the way of publications, file reports, etc.? Khalil told ne they were 
using tamarisk, populus and acacia with considerable success, 


4. De you have anything on identification, establishment, growth 
and cheracteristies of the mangroves? Anything on the 
common Eucalyptus, as those in California, and the fuel plantations in 
Brazil - especially establishmont and site requirements? 


5, Although I have not yot been across on the Persian Gulf side, 
I umerstand there is definite interest in tree establishment, both 


ae i) 
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as ornamentels and for utility, This area has negligible precipitation, 
high summer temperatures, a high to very high water table, with warm ground 
water inclined toward salinity, Probably anything that would grow 
there would need to have site requirements similar to the date palm, Any 


6, Could the Forest Service furnish me with perhaps a dozen or 

& W prints of Western U, 5, range pictures? What I have in mind are 
in Arizona, New Mexico or Nevada, semi desert, or at least nothing 
in altitude than sagebrush or pinion-juniper types, Contrasts of 
conditions and good conditions would be desirable, A fow 
contrasts along fence lines or plot lines, as some of Kirby's 
the Tonto, would be good, A few pictures showing 


to say, these prints will be most useful if I can receive 
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7, Some years ago someone copied an excerpt from Mas'udi in the R-] 
Bulletin, I had this reprinted later in the R-2 Regional Bulletin or 
Digeat, I can't remember the title or date, and, unfortun tely, do not have 
it in my list of references, However, the quotation is perhaps half a 
page, and is from Mas'udi's "Bock of Annale", written here in the Hejaz 
of Arabia about the llth Century, A.D. The passage deals with severe 
overgrazing, range wers, a recognition of the problem, and subsequent 
corrective measures consisting of a range code, associations, and the 


that someone take the file of R-2 Bulletins, beginning with 1936, searching 
first the March and April mumbers, since I seem to recall that it was 
published in one cf those months, although this may be in error, I know 
it was not published prior to 1936 and I doubt if it was published later 
than the early '40's, The article | refer to can be quickly identified 

by the subject matter, as outlined above, 


& 1 om interested in personally buying the book "Where Winter 
Never Comes - A Study of Man in the Tropics" by Marston Bates, published 
by Seribners, N.Y, Could you have the Library investigate, give me the 
cost and shipping charges if any, how to order, also if it may be 
ordered through the Library at e discount. I would like to have the 
same information on "Arabian /ighlands" by St, Goong Fhilby, although 
T do not know who the publisher is in this casey“ 
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CONTROL s 5 
RECD: July 30, 1953 


PROM: BEIRUT 
HE Schwan, Desert Range Conservationist, and wife arriving 
NEA August 2, Meet, 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNOLAS IPIED 
TO CRRTAIN AY ICAN DIPLONSIC aD GUN ULAK O PICTUS MBOTO CIRC Aed? 


You will shortly bevin rapwograrming your 1954 buiget allotnont. In this 
procese you will be working :4th your hort governnent to set up specifie projects 
aimed at increasing the produetivity of rangeland. We fool that this particular 
kind of progra’ ip moct important in an area like the Mddle Exet, which is largely 
denert and whero a high percentage of the population is engeved in livestock pro~ 
duction, We are erpocially im-rersed with the potential of programs, now undervay 
jn four of our countrios, that would attack this problom through coordinated efforte 
to inereace tho livestock carryiny capacity of ran-eland by various meane including 
water mronding, grace reseeding, range manngorert, fodder production and storaye, 
the evelopront of Livestock watering places, RNDXCEMSXR ERIK SEX SOURIS awa Nee oeoe eS 


We feel that thie kin). of progran chowl” be encour; ed an’ ve aro prepared to 
acelet the field mireionr in further expanling goin prograns or in initiating new 
“MA progranr, Ar mpocific cteps toward this goal, we are nrepered tos 

FITZ 


FOOD A) provide selected lea“ers - technical, advinietrative ant govorn.ntal « 
INFO with on intensive trainin: in the techniues em effects of water rreeding ond 

RBR improved range “anrgonont on arid lends in the United States; end, vive an additional 

PAUL ;roup of ropreventatives of vartour Ledouin and other trites a comlcte roview of 

MURHYuetor epreading programe in the United Statess ; 
TA 


¢ 

AGRI B) selvet technicians fron aporopriate federal agencies (FLM, SUS, Forest 

COMM Service) who, after appropriate oriontation, woul’ be arrigned as aides to a epecifie 

INTR2icader yrovp from a epecific country and vho vould then go to the Neor Hart » ag 

STATEctaff revbars of countries to which they ere assigned and each with hir pertiouler 
leader savup = to asrirt in the furthor promotion of a range land development program 


POR-957 

93 C) prepare ctuty moteriale cad a basic equivment guide that cou’ be used to 
expedite the treining of technici:ne in the varticioating countries in water spreudin, 
amd rarge revegetation and managument n thode, 


h) establich sources of supply of seod, -f adapted grareas exd logumee, fencing 
and socialized equipment neosevary for the inplorontation of these projects, 


The eontritution your mission can male to this Joint offort vould includes 


A) @lscunsing with the particineting povernment the terms under which a land 
ant vater development: propgran might bo initiated or expanded, 


D) selecting the 
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B) selecting the candidates for training in the United States referred to 
under "a" above, 


C) interviewing end appednting technicians from hoct countries for on-theegrount 
training in yater rrverding end rangs nansgement metho, 


D) beginning the prelimincry ovalurtion of porible eiter for a denonstretion 
water spreading project, plus other sites for firect phrea exvaneion of tho projects, 


&) raking estimates of co:te payable fron 1954 progran funds, 


F) forwarding for ure in orfontation of technicians in this country who might 
participate in the pregrey rich naterialr, observationr and analyser as wight be 
available on octlony, soil 4: ef, rainfall (inclu°ing pattem) land owerchip or 
control and folkways ae they would affect local water reading or renge sanagenont 
AROSTORE , 


This plan as outlined ds obviously incomilcte, Tt needs the expert review and 
the constructive eritielem thet can he pworided by ep cialicts In lend use, rolle, 
agronony, Mange managenant, water spreading and animal huchandry who are now working 
on mange country staffe, Tt de now being evalu-ted in Uochington by a tea of 
speclalicts from BLM, C8 and the Morest Lorvice, Three menbere of thir tean will be 
able to leave for the finld on Cotodex 1 and will be available to asstsein developing 
technical aspaste of teining ant progran operations, 


There {3 @ posaluility that we will le able to feed into this process of expansion 
not only the services of additional technlesins, but also some grant funds to defrey 
local enats, corte of equipment, fenetng, goede ote, and cort of any gdminictrative 
undted that "rodght hs ret up to handle thir program on axcuexclurive baeis, Theeefare 
in inalcing your co:t estimstog ("e" whos) plan on the baris of: a) propran posetble 
within linites of preront 1954 butget; b) ropwen posslble with adddtiaa of eront 
aid, 


Supplenentay materials including propered training crwrigulun end leader treining 
echodule, weather dete, deseriptive materiale, (bulletinr otc,), seed type and .owees 
of supply ete, are now being prepared by a t chnical committee commored of reprecantae 
tives of various interorted tvesus, ‘Ve plan to pouch thio m-terial to you dwring 
the week of Auurt 10, at which time you will receive a lotter ia the Acct stant 
Kininict stor HCAS piving you more details, 


TaMane ifoung iDG.iMevh RO 7/22/59 STAs SEN 
Clearances: 0 UnipplesTCA/PA BLa-Interior GKerr (in draft) 
A.0,Cline ~ Agculture (indraft) — Agriculture-ii,/, Norton (in nm 
JF, Pechanic, iqrictlture ({ndraft) TOA/AIGADS aBRryer ( in craft) 

0,5, bamodt, Aged (in dest) ynonaserprep 
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Anerican cnbasey 


Agdip Ababa, 3 
Cairo 

Tel Aviv 3 
Beirut 
Anan 
Baghdad 
Tehran 
Jidda 
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Aneriean Legation 
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UNCLASCTPLED 


Feom Weekly Series Letter 36, dated February 16, received February 25 

"Range Conservation: The Range Conservation program for Saudi Arabia 
is exceptionally well received and we believe it has progressed far enough 
that we cannot consider deferring it, 


ig 


tn 


frmae , 
omen 


From Weekly Series Letter 32, dated January 16, reed in Jidda Jane 28 (a... 


nogatteting tres Yas Melber iosistans Calet of lant sagen’ 
is + Chief of Land Management 
Bureau, Forestry Service, State of Arizona, for an assignment to this pro- 
gram, Mr. Nelson has indicated an interest in going overseas, As soon as 
we have more definite information from Agriculture, we will let you know." 


(Note: Info given to Edens also) 


» dated January 30, received February 21, 1953 


Series letter #3) 
Ce to Stacy) 


Rr Road 


Fron Series Letter #35, dated February 6, received February 17, 1953. 


WEEKLY LETLR SXERPIS ye a 
FOR INFORMATION OF; Dr. W. J, Edens © DATE: March 2h, 1953 


FROM Series Letter #30, dated February 27, received March 23. 


PERSONNEL: Herbert Sehwan has accepted the Saudi Arabia 


assignment, 
will keep you informed on processing progress. Sau aanw 
ask for country clearance until we can also give an BOD date, 


Hote from files: 


Previous information on Mr. Schwan, for your information; 
dn6-53 Series letter % 


“Herbert Schwan has accepted with reservations which Agricul 
ture Department is working out. "(This comment on staffing 
pattern attached to letter 37.) 


" ote to Mr, Dunaway from Levonne: 
(1) Washington has mentioned no special project agreement, Will 
one be necessary? 


(2) 2S ened Set 0s VAD. capes te van cate you tembre 
information that all is needed is country clearance? 


(3) Since biographic material not received, not known if he's plan- 
eas ewe Not known either if this is to be one or 
two year assignment, 


Tee OO Weallly Tater 30, 2 Jan, 19533 reod 20 Jane 


" 
uu 

Range + Upon receipt of telegram 1,68, 

December 17, it was discussed with Mr. McCaskill, Department of the 

Interior, Mr, MeCaskill then talked to Mr. Demy, Chief of Lang 

Management Bureau, Department of the Interior. On December 2l,, 

Mr. McCaskill indleated that the Depariment of the Interior was 

very mch interested in such a program and that they believed they 

could adequately staff and provide technical backstopping for the 

Ppeogran. 


—_ 


Note: Gave info te B Betaig also. 
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"Range Management and Sheep Improvement; Department of Agriculture is 
negotiating with Mr. Ben Nelson, Assistant Chief of Land Management Bureau, 
Forestry Service, State of Arizona, for an assignment to this program, Mr, 
Nelson has indicated an interest in going overseas, As soon as we have more 
definite information from Agriculture, we will let you know." 


me", From Weekly Series Letter 32, dated January 16, reed in Jidda Jan, 28 


(Note; Info given to Stacy also) 


jf Conservation: Dr. dens is of the opinion which I share, that 
nl se apa the whole Agriculture Progran consideration’ of 
a | Fange management rrojeet should be deferred until 


z more informa: 
jo ( obtained by on the field, iva’ 
! 
/ From Series Letter 39, dated March 16, received March 26 \ 
\ Herbert 8, Schwan: The U, §, 


as Desert Range C6 
sincerely hope that there will be no ang onservationist, and we 


delay in receiving count clearance, 
(Note: Information given Dr, Edens also) wg 


— | 


December 16, 1952, 


TOLEG from Stratton end Fryer 


Desert Range conservation and sheep improvement project being established 
with enthusiastic support SAG to inprove socio-economy Bedouin. Will include 
limited water spreading stock yater development range revegetation and management, 


Urge immediate recpuitment technician with broad practical experience in cultural 
and environmental situation similor Navajo, Must be prepared live and travel 
extended periods in desert where nearly continuous heat apprmkimates that of 
morom maximum Yuma, Arizona, Technician recruited this assignment should 
clearly understand that few creatures conforts associated this position, 


HARE 


ORFryer/1 12/16/52 
SSStratton 





